
Dear Parent/Carer 

Year 11 Mock Examinations 2018 

Your child is about to complete their first set of mock examinations as they prepare for the sitting of 
their final GCSE examinations in the summer of 2019. The mock examination timetable is attached. 
Please discuss this with your child and display in a prominent place at home. 

Examination success only comes as a result of thorough preparation and revision, and I urge you to 
support your child through this period so that they might gain a set of mock examination results that 
truly reflect their potential, and upon which they can continue to make progress in the build up to 
next May. 

As parents/carers there are a number of things you can do to support your son/daughter as they 
undertake their mocks. I have prepared a list below of some practical and easy to implement ‘Top 
Tips’ to help you as a family during this period: 

• Ensure that your child attends school every day and is on time to each lesson. They should 
also be attending every scheduled Period 6. These take place every day between 3-4pm and 
are led by subject teachers. Every minute of learning lost can impact on outcomes! 

• Help them to identify ‘hot spots’ so that they can prepare as best they can for every exam. 
‘Hot Spots’ might be days on which they have multiple exams or particularly busy days when 
they might have to complete revision but might also have existing commitments e.g. football 
practice/music lesson that they would like to attend. You could draw up a revision timetable 
with your child. This can help to keep your child on track as they will know what they should 
be revising and when. 

• Help your child to arrive for each exam properly equipped. Exams should be completed in 
black pen so having a supply of these at home for the exam period would be useful. 

• Monitor their time on social media/surfing the internet. Everybody needs time to unwind, but 
this needs to be managed against time spent purposefully revising. 

• Ensure they have a quiet space in which to work at home.  
• Ensure that they are eating a balanced diet, including them taking in enough water to remain 

fully hydrated. Breakfast really is the most important meal of the day, especially during exam 
time. 

• Ensure that they are getting enough sleep. It is pointless arriving at an exam having revised 
through the night only to fall asleep! 

• Provide encouragement and support throughout the exam period.  

All staff at Manchester Academy are rooting for your child and all members of Year 11 to perform well 
in these mocks and will support them fully during this period. To enable all pupils to perform at their 
very best during the examinations and to further prepare pupils for their final GCSE examinations next 
summer, we will invigilate all examinations strictly. Full guidance will be issued to pupils at the 
beginning of every examination, but I have also attached a summary of the instructions which will be 
issued at the beginning of every exam so that parents/carers are also aware of the conditions and 
expectation as set out by the Joint Council for Qualifications (JQC). 

Should you have any questions linked to the mocks, please do not hesitate to contact me using the 
details below: 

liam.horrigan@manchester-academy.org  

mailto:liam.horrigan@manchester-academy.org


 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

Mr L Horrigan (Vice Principal) 

 

 


